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Being	a	secondary	school	teacher	for	more	than	

15	years,	I	was	privileged	to	attend	for	the	first	time	

an	international	conference	-	the	15th	Asia	Pacific	
Conference	on	Giftedness.	I	was	excited	to	
participate	in	it.	 I	want	to	know	more	about	how	
gifted	education	is	being	carried	out	in	the	education	
system	in	other	countries.	From	the	sharing	by	
speakers	from	different	countries,	we	were	inspired	
on	the	implementation	of	gifted	education	in	Hong	
Kong.	 On	the	other	hand,	my	colleague,	Ms.	Chiu	
was	one	of	the	speakers.	We	had	to	prepare	a	session	
of	presentation.	Through	the	preparation,	I	had	learnt	
about	academic	research	and	presentation.	I	really	
want	to	take	this	opportunity	to	thank	the	
coordinators	and	all	the	staff	in	Project	GIFT.	I	had	a	
wonderful	time	and	experience	in	this	Thailand	trip.	
	

In	preparing	the	presentation,	I	have	learnt	the	
standard	of	a	research	presentation	and	prepared	
our	 presentation	 based	 on	 it.	 Also,	my	 colleague	
and	I	had	reviewed	our	work	last	year,	 	 and	then	
made	 some	 recommendations	 as	 well	 as	
modifications	 on	 it.	 Since	 the	 background	 of	
education	 in	Hong	 Kong	 is	 different	 from	 that	 of	
other	 countries,	 we	 highlighted	 the	 special	
situation	in	Hong	Kong	in	our	presentation.	

	
Attending	the	Keynote	and	Parallel	session	

has	inspired	me	that	teaching	in	classroom	can	
be	an	amazing	show.	Bringing	students	to	explore	
more	 and	 learn	 beyond	 the	 classroom	 is	 far	 more	
important	than	passing	on	knowledge	in	class.	Among	
the	 topics,	 the	 following	 were	 my	 favourites:	
Curriculum	 Development	 for	 Gifted	 Education,	
Parenting	 and	 Families	 of	 Gifted	 Student	 and	 the	
Neuroscience,	Psychology	and	Counselling	for	the	 	
	

	
Giftedness.	I	believe	all	these	play	an	important	role	in	
one’s	growth.	Curriculum	help	students	develop	their	
abilities.	 Suitable	 parenting	 styles	help	 children	and	
teenagers	 achieve	 higher	 as	 they	 feel	 secured	 and	
supported.	Being	understood	and	self-understanding	
help	them	develop	a	more	positive	attitude	 towards	
life.	I	believe	this	is	a	whole-person	development,	not	
just	for	gifted	children,	but	true	for	all	children.	

	
In	 the	 keynote	 sharing,	 Professor	 Jin	 Akiyama	

impressed	me	the	most	-	not	just	by	his	appearance	
but	also	his	study	“How	to	lead	talented	students	to	
research”.	 He	 stated	 that	 there	 are	 six	 important	
abilities	 that	 play	 crucial	 roles	 in	 mathematical	
research,	 such	 as	 sense	 of	 wonder,	 intuition,	
imagination	and	enthusiasm.	

	
He	 mentioned	 that	 asking	 right	 questions	 is	

more	 important	 than	 giving	 solution.	 I	 absolutely	
agree	with	it.	In	this	new	academic	year,	I	try	to	highly	
appreciate	all	 the	questions	 from	my	 students.	 This	
may	 help	 to	 create	 a	 friendly	 environment	 and	
therefore	 they	 are	 willing	 to	 contribute	 to	 their	
learning	 and	 to	 think	 more	 in	 depth	 about	 the	
materials.	Actually,	 having	 the	ability	 in	questioning	
may	 help	 students	 achieve	 higher	 because	 all	
students	are	interested	in	one	thing	or	another.	
	

Also,	 the	 sense	 of	 intuition	 is	 important.	 It	
provides	us	a	direction	to	study.	This	“feeling”	may	
drive	us	to	 find	out	more	evidence	 to	 support	our	
“belief”.	 In	 order	 to	 build	 this	 type	 of	 intuition,	
reading	and	guessing	are	good	training.	Be	brave	to	
guess	and	try	to	confirm	our	prediction	by	reading	
more.	 For	 this,	 I	 have	 started	 to	 use	 pre-study	
worksheets	for	my	classes,	asking	students	to	search	 	
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for	 common	 points	 in	 examples	 and	 guess	 the	
reason	or	purpose	of	those	points.	Although	I	know	
that	 this	 is	 not	 exactly	 what	 intuition	 is,	 this	may	
encourage	 them	 to	 think	more	 before	 they	 try	 to	
copy	the	solving	skills.	As	this	is	just	the	beginning	of	
the	term,	I	am	yet	to	evaluate	the	effectiveness	of	
this	 approach	 in	 building	 up	 the	 insight	 in	
Mathematics.	
	

As	of	the	ability	to	imagine,	I	believe	that	it	 is	
very	 important.	 Video	 and	 visual	 equipment	 are	
expected	for	learning.	Coins	always	have	two	sides.	
Teens	 may	 have	 better	 imagination	 as	 their	
imagination	can	be	presented	easily	with	the	help	of	
technology,	but	only	those	who	prepare	the	design	
work	may	benefit	from	it.	

	
Other	than	the	abilities	to	be	equipped	by	our	

teens,	 the	 teaching	 tools	 designed	 by	 Professor	
Akiyama	 are	 amazing	 as	 well.	 Professor	 Akiyama	
showed	 the	 arts	 of	Mathematics	 by	 showing	 that	
various	kinds	of	net	can	be	used	to	make	a	pyramid.	
His	 examples	 are	 not	 the	 standard	 ones	 with	
polygons.	 They	 can	 be	 a	 horse	 or	 other	 animal	
shapes.	It’s	really	amazing	and	I	had	never	thought	
about	it.	I	really	want	to	share	this	with	my	students.	
I	really	think	that	Professor	Akiyama	has	widen	my	
horizon	 in	 Mathematics.	 After	 the	 conference,	 I	
watched	some	more	videos	related	to	him	online.	I	
have	really	benefited	from	knowing	such	a	talented	
Mathematician	 through	 the	 participation	 in	 the	
conference.	

	
The	presentation	of	another	keynote	speaker,	

Professor	Wei-Hsin	Sun,	titled	“Engaging	gifted	and	
high-ability	learners:	The	challenges	that	a	science	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
museum	 could	 provide",	 is	 wonderful	 as	 well.	
Professor	 Sun	 used	 lots	 of	 examples	 that	 can	 be	
easily	noticed	in	our	daily	life.	Take	an	example,	he	
pumped	 two	 balloons	 into	 different	 sizes,	 one	
bigger	and	the	other	smaller.	He	asked	what	would	
happen	 when	 the	 balloons	 could	 share	 the	 air	
inside.	 Most	 of	 the	 audience	 tried	 to	 think	 and	
discuss.	 Later,	 he	 showed	 the	 results,	which	was	
out	of	our	expectations.	The	smaller	one	became	
even	 smaller	 while	 the	 bigger	 one	 was	 getting	
bigger.	 Then	 he	 started	 to	 explain	 the	
phenomenon.	 From	 this	 demonstration,	 I	 have	
learnt	 that	designing	 the	 start	 of	 a	 lesson	 is	 very	
important.	A	good	question	helps	audience	to	think	
more	and	their	interest	will	be	aroused.	
	

Some	 values	 towards	 education	 become	
important	reminders	in	my	career.	For	example,	

	
o One	goal	of	education	is	to	teach	our	students	

to	learn	how	to	learn	--	we	need	to	help	
students	read	and	learn.	
	

o Creativity	can	be	trained	--	more	chances	should	
be	provided	for	teens	to	think	wildly.	

	
o Using	the	traditional	method	to	teach	teens	

nowadays	may	kill	their	future	--	there	are	
different	needs	nowadays.	As	a	teacher,	we	
should	plan	our	lessons	with	needs	nowadays.	

	
All	 in	 all,	 I	 have	 definitely	 learnt	 a	 lot	 in	 the	

conference.	I	promise	that	I	will	make	some	changes	
in	 my	 lessons	 to	 assist	 the	 teens	 in	 developing	
various	kinds	of	abilities.	

	
The	ultimate	goal	 is	to	help	the	teens	work	to	

their	capacity	in	their	life.	


